STATE ELECTION COMMISSION

No. SEC.1095/CR-25/95/PR,

New Administrative Building,

Opp. Maniralaya, Madain Cama Road. Bombay 400 032,
Dated 2 st January 1995,
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Sub.—Elections o the Panchayats and the Municipulities—

Prevention of defacement of property and for mateers connected therewith or
incidents therelo :—

The Governor of Maharashtra has pronilgated ar Ordinance, being Maharasitea Oedinance No. i of 1905,
L provide for prevention of defacemeni of property and for mazlers connected therewith or incidental therei.
This Ordinance has heen published in the Makarashiva Government Gazette. Bktruordinay. Pan TV,
dated the T8th Tanuary 1995 ot pages (4.

2o Itas common knowicdge that potitical parties/associgtions/hodies or candidiies or thei workers,
simportees of sympathesers indulge in defacing or spoiting private or public property mciuding huitdings hy
pasting of posiers, writing of slogans, painting of symbols, erecting flagstaffs, suspending hanners. et
Indulgence in suct undesirable activities, without written permission ol the owner of the butiding. whether
private ur public, by such panyfissocialion/hody/eandidate/person. calls Tor action such as prosecution or
aiherwise being proceeded against under the law, All such acts of defacement ol property uduiged m I
political panies/ associalions/bodies or persons whether during the vlection period or nen-glection penod calf
loi such action as mentioned abeve. The laws in retation 1o the Panchayvat Raj institulions and the Munivipa!
Cerperations or Municipal Councils do not adequately provide for approprise action against such party ar
pisvms and as the Government has observed that there is increasing tendency of defacing private or publiv
inenerties for personal purpose and advertisement. ete. without obtaining necessary permission for the same
fromn the loeal authority concerned. the abovementioned Ordinance has been promulgated.

v The Ordinuncedetines the expressions ~ advertisenent ™ defacement ™, place upen o public view ™.
pahhc place = as under—

() advertisement means any printed, cyclostyled typed or written notice. dogcumeat paper on unv cther
ting contaming any fetier. word, picture, sign or visible representation ;

thi " delacement " includes impaicing orinterferring with the appearance of beawty. domaging. disfigoring
~peiing or injuring in any way whatsoever and the word * dafice * shall be congtrued accordingly;

te1” place open to public view “includes any private plaze or huilding manument. vtatue post. wall. fenve
A contrivance, visible s o person being in. or passing along, any public place

it " public place ™ means any place (including a road. street. or way whether a throughfare or nut and
+ lunding place) to which the public are granted access or have « right 1o resort or over which they have «
“Haheio pass,

The sffence for defacing preperty is punishable with imprisonment for a period which may extent w three
srmths oF with fine which may exiend to two thousand rupees or with both,



&

The provisions of the Ordinance do not apply to any advertisement exhibitedwith the written permission of
the tocal authority; or exhibited in the window of any building in relation to trade., profession or business carried
o within the land or building upon or over which such adveriisement is exhibited or to any sale or to letting
ol such land or building or any effects therein; or advertisement of any sale. entertainment or meeting to be held
an or upan or 1n the same; or advertisement to business of railway administration.

$he offence punishable under the Ordinance is cognizable. Under the provisions of the Ordinance, the State
Gaverament is empowered i free the property from any defacement. or to erase any writing or remove any
crechion or fixation from any place apen 1o public view and the expenditure incurred in doing so shall he
recoverable from the person guilty of such offence.

The provisons of this special law which has been enacted through this Ordinance would now be available
fur cheehing and preventing detacement of property more particularly when resorted Lo during or about the
nenoed of elections 1o the Panchayats and the Municipalities.

The cupy of this Ordinance can be had from the relevant gazetle pointed out above, and, with a view (o
checking e preventing defacement of private and public property. the authorities in the ficld shall no doubt bring
ihe pravisions thereof 1o the notice of the Officers and employees who would be dealing wilh election matters
respect ol efections to the Panchayats and the Municipalties.

D.N. CHAUDHARI.
State Election Commissioner,
Maharashira,



